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District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 


I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1902. 

The  health  of  the  district,  as  reflected  in  the  mortality  and  sickness 
rates,  has  been  distinctly  good.  The  general  death-rate  was  only  1 3 *7 
per  1000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  15*1  in  1901  and  17*5  in 
1900.  The  infantile  mortality  was  lower  than  in  any  year  of  the  past 
decade.  The  prevalence  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  has  continued  to 
decline,  and  the  same  holds  good  of  phthisis,  though  there  is  an  omin¬ 
ous  increase  in  the  death  rate  from  cancer  and  malignant  disease. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  district  appears  in  a  not  unfavourable 
light  when  the  statistics  are  compared  with  those  for  the  whole  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales,  thus — 


Death  rate  per  1000  of  population 
Birth  rate  „ 

Zymotic  death  rate  „ 

Infantile  mortality  per  1000  births 


Wortley  Rural  District.  England  and  Wale»a 

13-7  ...  16-3 

31*1  ...  28-6 

1'09  ...  1'64 

122  ...  133 


The  report  this  year  includes  a  statement  of  the  work  done  under 
the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  which  came  into  operation  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

March  5th,  1903.  ALEXANDER  ANDERSON. 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1902. 


I.— VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population — According  to  the  Census  Report,  which  was  published 
during  the  year,  the  population  of  the  district,  on  April  1st,  1901,  was 
29,665.  The  population  inhabiting  the  same  area  at  the  census  of  1891 
is  given  as  26,747.  There  has  thus  been  an  increase  of  2,918  in  tha 
population  during  the  intervening  ten  years.  The  increase  in  Ecclesfield 
parish  has  been  1659,  in  Bradfield  1188,  in  Tankersley  207,  while  in 
Wortiey  parish  there  has  been  an  actual  decrease  of  186. 

The  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1902,  on  the  basis  of  the 
intercensal  rate  of  increase,  is  30,057. 

TABLE  A8 

Acreage,  Population  and  Inhabited  Houses  in  the  various 

parishes,  1891  and  1901. 


Population. 


Parish. 

Acreage. 

Inhabited  Houses. 

Persons  per  house 

Census 

Estimated 
to  middle 

1891 

1901 

1891 

1901 

1891 

1901 

of  1902 

Ecclesfield 

9,368 

34,780 

2,892 

3,420 

5-7 

5*3 

16,665 

18,324 

18,543 

Bradfield 

1,331 

1,465 

5  0 

5'4 

6,728 

7,916 

8,078 

Tankersley 

2,465 

857 

428 

6#2 

5*6 

2,216 

2,423 

2,450 

Wortiey 

5,617 

211 

200 

5-3 

5*0 

1,138 

1,002 

986 

Whole 

District 

52,230 

4,791 

5,513 

5-5 

5*3 

26,747 

29,665 

30,057 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  census  was  5,513,  giving  an 
average  of  5*3  persons  per  house.  The  number  of  persons  occupying 
each  house  has  decreased  from  5*5  in  1891  to  5*3  in  1901.  This 
decrease  has  not,  however,  been  uniformly  distributed  over  the  district, 
being  0*6  in  Tankersley,  0'4  in  Ecclesfield,  and  0*3  in  Wortiey,  while  in 
Bradfield  it  would  appear  that  the  housing  accommodation  has  not  kept 
pace  with  the  increase  in  the  population.  The  anomalous  position  of 
Bradfield  in  this  respect  may  to  some  extent  be  explained  by  the  fact 
that  there  has  been  a  considerable  importation  of  male  workers  at  the 
Barnsley  Corporation  Waterworks  at  Midhope,  who  lodge,  many  of  them, 
in  huts  and  houses  in  the  neighbourhood. 
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The  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  population  and  its  condition  in 
respect  to  overcrowding  cannot  be  accurately  ascertained  from  the 
Census  Report,  the  figures  therein  contained  applying  only  to 
the  district  as  it  existed  before  the  operation  of  the  Sheffield  Corporation 
Act,  1900.  The  table  given  in  the  Report  showing  the  total  tenements 
and  the  persons  occupying  tenements  containing  less  than  five  rooms 
may,  however,  be  accepted  as  approximately  representing  the  condition 
of  things  existing  in  the  new  area.  It  would  thus  appear  that  the 
housing  of  the  population  has  materially  improved  since  1891.  In  that 
year  8*3  per  cent,  of  tenements  were  technically  overcrowded  (i. e.  con¬ 
tained  more  than  two  persons  per  room),  while  in  1901  only  5’2  per 
cent,  were  overcrowded.  In  terms  of  the  population,  this  proportion 
works  out  approximately  at  12’4  per  cent,  in  1891,  as  compared  with 
8-2  per  cent,  in  1901.  The  percentage  of  tenements  containing  five 
or  more  rooms  has  increased  from  40‘8  in  1891  to  545  in  1901,  while 
those  containing  less  than  5  rooms  have  decreased  from  59  to  45 -3. 
These  figures  compare  favourably  with  those  for  the  whole  of  the  West 
Riding,  which  in  1901  were  42’3  per  cent,  of  tenements  containing  five 
or  more  rooms  and  57*7  per  cent,  of  tenements  with  less  than  five 
rooms. 

The  Births  registered  numbered  937,  being  at  the  rate  of  31 T  per 
1,000  of  the  population.  This  rate  is  almost  exactly  the  same  as  the 
average  for  the  previous  ten  years,  which  was  31 ‘2.  The  birth  rates 
in  the  parishes  were — Ecclesfield,  323  ;  Bradfield,  28  3  ;  Tankersley, 
33*8;  Wortley,  25  3.  The  birth  rate  in  England  and  Wales  for  1902 
was  only  28*6  per  1,000. 

There  were  86  illegitimate  births. 

The  total  number  of  Deaths  registered  was  582.  This  gross 
number  has  to  be  corrected  by  deducting  the  deaths  of  non-residents 
occurring  in  institutions  situated  within  the  district  and  adding  the 
deaths  of  persons  usually  resident  in  the  district  which  occurred  in 
outlying  institutions.  The  deductions  include  192  deaths  of  non¬ 
residents  occurring  at  the  South  Yorkshire  Asylum  and  3  deaths  of 
residents  in  the  Stocksbridge  Urban  District  occurring  at  Grenoside 
Workhouse.  The  additions  include  6  deaths  of  residents  in  the  district 
which  occurred  at  the  following  Sheffield  Institutions  : — Royal  Hospital, 
2;  Royal  Infirmary,  3  ;  Jessop  Hospital,  1. 

The  Nett  Deaths,  therefore,  belonging  to  the  district  amounted 
to  393,  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  13  7  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
The  death  rate,  which  was  175  in  1900  and  15  0  in  1901,  has  thus  still 
further  declined  and  is  now  lower  than  it  has  been  since  1894.  The 
average  rate  for  the  previous  ten  years  was  15*2. 
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In  the  sub-districts  the  death  rates  were — Ecclesfield,  12*4; 
Br&dfield,  14*9;  Tankersley,  14*2;  Wortley,  7*1. 

There  were  22  uncertified  deaths  and  inquests  were  held  in  8 
instances. 

Local  Death  Rates. — Advantage  has  been  taken  of  information 
kindly  supplied  to  me  by  the  local  Registrars  to  calculate  the  death 
rates  of  some  of  the  more  populous  parts  of  the  district  which  are  not 
recognised  in  the  Census  Report  as  separate  localities,  but  which  are, 
more  or  less,  of  an  urban  character.  It  is  useful  to  be  able  to  arrive  at 
some  knowledge  of  the  incidence  of  disease  in  these  various  localities, 
even  though  the  figures  are  to  be  regarded  as  only  approximately 
accurate.  The  rates  for  any  one  year  are,  of  course,  liable  to  fluctuations 
from  accidental  causes,  but  if  these  are  observed  for  a  series  of  years,  any 
great  divergence  on  the  part  of  any  particular  locality  from  the  standard 
of  health  obtaining  in  the  whole  district  will  be  indicated.  I  give  in  the 
following  Table  the  population  and  death  rates  for  the  last  two  years  of 
the  more  populous  localities  : — 


HAMLETS. 

POPULATION, 
Census,  1901. 

DEATH  RATES, 

1901.  1902. 

Ecclesfield 

3,844 

•  •  • 

14*8 

11-0 

Grenoside 

1,074 

•  t  • 

13-7 

12-5 

Chapeltown 

4,858 

•  .  • 

17-9 

1 3*9 

High  Green 

2,664 

•  •  • 

22T 

20-2 

Oughtibridge  .  . 

1,901 

•  •  • 

19-9 

16-8 

Stannington 

1,524 

•  •  # 

11*8 

13-1 

Age  Mortality- 

-The  deaths  at 

selected  age 

periods  in  the 

ent  sub-districts  are  shown  in  the  following  table.  The  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age  formed  29  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths,  which  is 
practically  the  same  percentage  as  in  the  previous  year.  Those  at 
ages  1-5  and  5-1 5  have  considerably  diminished,  showing  the  com¬ 
parative  absence  of  fatal  infectious  illness  at  school  ages. 


TABLE  B . 

Deaths  at  selected  age  periods. 


Age  Ecclesfield 

Bradfield 

Tankersley 

Wortley 

Whole 

District 

Percentage  of 
Total  Deaths 

Under  1  year 

69 

33 

11 

2 

115 

29-2 

1  „  5  years 

25 

15 

5 

1 

46 

11*7 

5  „  15  „ 

8 

1 

1 

— 

10 

2-5 

15  „  25  „ 

8 

2 

— 

1 

11 

2-8 

25  „  65  „ 

72 

42 

10 

2 

126 

32*1 

65  and  over 

48 

28 

8 

1 

85 

21*6 

Total  . . . 

230 

121 

35 

7 

893 

5 


Infantile  Mortality — The  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  numbered  115.  Stated  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  births,  the 
infantile  morality  was  122  per  1000  births.  This  is  the  lowest  infantile 
death  rate  recorded  in  the  district  during  the  last  ten  years,  the  average 
rate  during  that  period  being  148.  The  infantile  mortality  in  England 
and  Wales  for  1902  was  133.  The  rates  in  the  sub-districts  were — 
Ecclesfield,  115;  Bradfield,  144;  Tankersley,  182;  Wortley,  80, 

The  meteorological  conditions  favoured  a  low  death  rate  from  Infantile 
Diarrhoea,  but  apparently  predisposed  to  a  larger  number  of  fatal  attacks 
of  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  than  usually  occurs  amongst  children. 
The  iufantile  death  rate  would  have  been  very  low,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  unusual  number  of  deaths  from  these  respiratory  affections.  Of  the 
infantile  deaths,  36 *5  per  cent,  were  due  to  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia, 
and  only  6*9  per  cent,  to  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis ;  18*2  per  cent  were 
due  to  developmental  diseases;  11 ’3  per  cent,  to  infectious  diseases 
chiefly  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough;  and  10*4  percent,  to  Convulsions? 

Of  the  deaths  between  one  and  live  years,  Zymotic  diseases 
accounted  for  26  per  cent.,  Respiratory  diseases  for  the  same  proportion 
and  Tubercular  diseases  for  13  per  cent. 

TABLE  C. 


Deaths  from  certain  groups  of  diseases  at  selected  age  periods. 


Under 

1  and 

5  and 

15  and 

25  and 

65  and 
over 

All 

Ages 

1 

year 

under 

5  years 

under 

15  years 

under 

25  years 

under 

65  years 

Diarrhoea  . 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Other  Zymotics 

13 

10 

4 

— 

— - 

— 

27 

Tubercular 

Diseases.,. 

o 

O 

6 

1 

2 

18 

— 

30 

Respiratory 

Diseases... 

42 

12 

Q 

1 

17 

17 

91 

Cancer  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

16 

8 

25 

Heart  Diseases. 

— 

1 

1 

1 

26 

23 

52 

Nervous  Diseases  14 

11 

— 

— 

20 

14 

59 

Other  Causes... 

39 

4 

2 

6 

29 

23 

103 

Total . 

115 

46 

10 

11 

126 

85 

393 

Tubercular  Diseases—  Phthisis  caused  20  deaths  and  other  forms 
of  tubercular  disease  10  deaths,  the  combined  death  rate  being  0-99  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 

The  rate  for  Phthisis  alone  was  0*66  for  the  whole  district,  and  for 
the  sub-districts  of  Ecclesfield  and  Bradfield,  0'53  and  1*23  respectively 
There  were  no  deaths  from  tubercular  disease  during  the  year  in  either. 
Tankersley  or  Wortley  sub-districts. 
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The  death  rate  from  Phthisis  is  gradually  declining  in  this  district 
as  it  is  in  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales.  The  average  rate  in  the 
district  for  the  previous  ten  years  was  1  *02  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
as  compared  with  0  66  for  1902.  'the  deaths  and  death  rates  in 


previous  years 

are  shown 

thus 

Year  1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

Deaths .  48 

40 

42 

51 

43 

42 

47 

38 

35 

41 

20 

Death  rate  , 
per  1,000  .. 

1*03 

1-05 

1-2 

1-03 

0-98 

1-08 

0*85 

0-76 

0*93 

0-66 

Increasing  interest  is  uow  being  taken  in  the  prevention  of  Phthisis 
in  all  countries,  and  an  important  conference  of  representatives  of  West 
Riding  Sanitary  Authorities  was  convened  by  the  Sanitary  Committee 
of  the  County  Council  to  consider  what  measures  might  be  taken  in 
the  West  Riding  for  the  restriction  of  this  disease.  The  meeting  was 
held  in  October,  and  resolutions  were  adopted  expressing  the  desirability 
of  the  County  Council’s  undertaking  the  erection  of  a  sanatorium,  and 
also  exercising  its  influence  in  the  matter  of  smoke  abatement.  The 
provision  of  a  sanatorium  is  undoubtedly  a  useful  measure,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  the  County  Council  will  undertake  its  erection.  The 
curative  and  educational  value  of  sanatorium  treatment  can,  however, 
reach  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  actual  sufferers  in  the  West  Riding, 
and  this  proposal  must  not  be  understood  to  take  the  place  of  local 
sanitary  measures  which  have  already  greatly  reduced  the  death  rate 
from  Phthisis  within  the  last  thirty  years.  Much  still  remains  to  be  done 
locally  in  the  removal  of  insanitary  conditions  in  and  around  dwelling- 
houses  and  workshops,  more  especially  overcrowding,  dampness,  in¬ 
sufficient  lighting  and  ventilation.  The  public  must  also  be  educated 
as  to  the  danger  of  spitting  on  the  floors  and  walls  of  dwellinghouses 
and  places  of  public  resort,  and  the  patient  must  be  taught  the  pre¬ 
cautionary  measures  to  be  taken  in  preventing  the  spread  of  infection 
amongst  his  immediate  associates.  These  methods  of  sanitation  and 
education  may  be  usefully  aided  by  notification  of  the  disease  and 
disinfection  of  the  infected  premises. 

Respiratory  Diseases — 91  deaths  were  due  to  diseases  of  the 
respiratory  system,  chiefly  the  various  forms  of  Pneumonia  and 
Bronchitis.  No  less  than  42  of  these  deaths  occurred  amongst  infants 
under  one  year  of  age.  The  total  respiratory  death  rate  was  8*02  per 
1,000  of  the  population  as  against  2  6  for  the  previous  year.  The  rates 
in  the  sub-districts  were — Ecclesfield,  3 ’02  ;  Bradfield,  3*09  ;  Tankersley, 
2*4  ;  Wortley,  4 ‘05. 

Malignant  Diseases—  No  fewer  than  25  deaths  were  caused  by 
malignant  diseases,  chiefly  Cancer.  The  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
population  was  0  83,  being  0  64  in  Ecclesfield,  1*3  in  Bradfield,  0*8  in 
Tankersley,  and  nil  in  Wortley.  The  death  rate  from  Cancer  appears 
to  be  increasing,  the  rates  for  1900  and  1901  having  been  0‘46  and  0*68 
respectively. 

Influenza  caused  3  deaths. 
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Zymotic  Diseases  caused  33  deaths,  equal  to  a  death  rate  of 
1-09  per  1.000  of  the  population.  The  average  rate  for  the  previous  ten 
years  was  1  *95.  The  rates  in  the  sub-districts  were — Ecclesfield,  0*86  ; 


Bradfield,  1  *2  ;  Tankersley, 

2*8; 

Wortley,  nil. 

TABLE  D» 

Zymotic  Diseases— 

-Death  rates  per  1,000  of 

the  populatioi 

the  year  1902  and  average 

rates 

for  previous  ten  years,  1892-1901. 

Disease. 

1892-1901 

1902 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  • 

0*13 

0-03 

Diphtheria 

•  •  • 

0*56 

019 

Measles 

•  •  • 

(>•26 

0*33 

Whooping  Cough 
Typhoid  Fever 

•  •  • 

0-28 

0-29 

•  •  • 

0T2 

0  03 

Typhus  Fever 

nil 

nil 

Diarrhoea 

•  •  • 

0*63 

0.19 

Smallpox 

... 

o-oo 

nil 

Total  Zymotics 

•  •  « 

1*95 

1*09 

In  England  and  Wales  the  Zymotic  death  rate  in  1902  was  1*64 
per  1000  of  the  population. 

II — Prevalence  and  Fatality  of  Infectious  Disease. 

1 — No  tillable  Diseases. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during  the 
year  amounted  to  140,  equal  to  a  sickness  rate  of  4’65  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  The  average  rate  for  the  previous  ten  years  was  7*2  per 
1,000.  The  decrease  in  the  prevalence  of  notifiable  infectious  disease, 
which  commenced  in  1901,  has  continued  during  the  year  under  review. 
Both  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  have  been  less  prevalent,  the  attack 
rate  for  these  diseases  being  2*4  and  0*89  respectively  in  1902,  as 
compared  with  4*2  and  1*5  for  the  previous  ten  years. 

TABLE  E, 

Notifiable  Diseases — Attack  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  for 
the  year  1902  and  average  rates  for  the  previous  ten  years,  1892-1901. 


Disease 

1892-1901 

1902 

Scarlet  Fever 

4*2 

2.4 

Diphtheria 

1-5 

0-89 

Typhoid  Fever 

0-68 

0*46 

Typhus  Fever 

nil 

nil 

Erysipelas 

0-54 

0-76 

Puerperal  Fever 

0-06 

00f> 

Smallpox 

0*05 

nil 

Total 

...  7.2  ... 

4*65 

The  total  attack  rates  for  the  sub-districts  were — Ecclesfield,  5*7  ; 
Bradfield,  2  9;  Tankersley,  4  08;  Wortley,  nil. 


Scarlet  Fever—  Sicknesses  aud  Deaths  in  previous  ten  years  and 
percentage  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital. 


Year  1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

Oases  1 30 

102 

40 

48 

115 

215 

314 

267 

397 

163 

74 

Deaths  2 

5 

1 

1 

3 

10 

11 

9 

13 

1 

1 

Fatality  per  \1#- 
cent.  J 

4*9 

2*5 

2*0 

2*6 

4*6 

3*5 

3*3 

3*2 

0*6 

1*3 

Percentage  j 
removals  >  — 

25 

14 

73 

61 

67 

55 

49 

63 

78 

to  Hospital  ) 


There  were  74  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  during  the  year,  and 
one  death  occurred,  the  fatality  rate  being  1*3  per  cent.  This  disease 
was  less  prevalent  than  it  has  been  since  1895.  In  that  year  11  persons 
in  every  10,000  of  the  population  were  notified  as  suffering  from  Scarlet 
Fever,  the  numbers  in  subsequent  years  being  27,  50,  72,  60,  87,  37, 
and  in  1902,  24  per  10,000. 

In  Ecclesfield  Sub-district,  51  cases  occurred,  equal  to  an  attack 
rate  of  2-7  per  1,000  of  the  population.  Of  the  localities  chiefly 
affected,  13  occurred  at  Greuoside,  13  at  Ecclesfield,  11  at  Chapel  town 
3  at  Higbgreen,  11  at  Wadsley  Bridge  and  Birley  Carr. 

In  Bradfield  Sub-district  16  cases  occurred,  equal  to  an  attack  rate 
of  1*9  per  1,000  Stannington  supplied  the  majority  of  these  cases, 
13  occurring  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  3  at  Oughtibridge. 

In  Tankersley  parish  there  were  7  cases,  equal  to  a  sickness  rate 
of  2 -8  per  1,000. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  Wortley  parish. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  Monthly  Distribution  of  these  cases. 

TABLE  F. 

Monthly  Notifications  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Sub-districts.  Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apl.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sep.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Total 
Ecclesfield...  9  311  2  7  5  3  5  1  3  —  2  51 

Bradfield  ...  5  3  1  —  3  —  1  —  —  —  2  1  16 

Tankersley...  —  1  —  —  1  —  —  5  —  —  —  —  7 

Whole  Dist.  14  7  12  2  11  5  4  10  1  3  2  3  74 

The  type  of  Scarlet  Fever  continued  to  remain  comparatively  mild. 
The  only  death  that  occurred  was  registered  as  due  to  secondary  heart 
disease,  the  fatal  issue  supervening  four  months  after  the  onset  of  the 
illness.  78  per  cent,  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital — a  larger 
percentage  of  removals  than  had  previously  taken  place  in  any  one  year 
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The  mildness  of  the  type  prevailing,  no  doubt,  often  causes  difficulty 
in  the  recognition  of  the  disease,  especially  if  the  patient  is  not  seen  by 
a  medical  man.  Suspicions  are,  however,  generally  aroused  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  illness  when  the  skin  begins  to  desquamate.  In  one  case 
where  there  was  serious  neglect,  proceedings  were  taken  under  Sec.  3, 
Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  and  the  parent  was  fined 
10/-  and  costs  for  failure  to  notify  his  child,  who  was  suffering  from 
Scarlet  Fever. 


Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup — Sicknesses  and  Deaths 

in  previous  ten  years. 


Year 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

Cases . 

49 

25 

37 

32 

21 

18 

19 

89 

243 

120 

27 

Deaths  ... 

24 

12 

10 

17 

11 

10 

13 

23 

86 

29 

6 

Fatality 

48-9 

479 

27*2 

53*1 

52'3 

55*5 

68-4 

25*8 

35-3 

24*1 

22'2 

There  were  27  notifications  of  Diphtheria,  and  6  deaths  occurred, 
the  fatality  rate  being  22 '2  per  cent.  The  epidemic  which  prevailed  in 
the  district  during  the  previous  three  years  abated  very  considerably, 
only  5  cases  being  notified  since  April,  1902.  The  attack  rate  was  only 
0-89  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  5  3  in  1900,  2*7  in 
1901,  and  an  average  of  1'5  for  the  previous  ten  years.  The  saving  of 
life  tvas  considerable,  6  deaths  occurring  as  compared  with  29  in  1901, 
86  in  1900,  and  23  in  1899.  Fewer  localities  also  were  affected,  the 
disease  being  practically  confined  to  High  Green  and  Chapeltown. 

Only  one  case  occurred  in  Bradfield  District,  there  being  no 
recrudescence  of  the  disease  in  Wharncliffe  side  where  it  prevailed  to 
an  undesirable  extent  during  the  two  previous  years. 

The  districts  of  Tankersley  and  Wortley  were  altogether  free  from 
any  invasion. 

At  High  Green,  20  cases  occurred  in  ten  families.  Of  these,  16 
were  notified  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  and  the  rest  in 
October.  High  Green  had  not  been  quite  free  from  Diphtheria  since 
this  disease  first  invaded  the  district  in  April,  1900,  15  cases  having 
occurred  in  that  year  and  16  in  1901.  The  origin  of  the  outbreak 
during  the  early  months  of  last  year  could  not  clearly  be  traced  to  any 
of  the  previous  cases,  nor  to  any  contaminated  milk  or  food  supply. 
It  is  very  probable,  however,  that  one  or  two  unrecognised  cases  had 
kept  the  infection  alive  in  the  district,  and,  as  evidence  of  this,  it  may 
be  mentioned,  that  on  February  17th,  when  I  happened  to  call  at  the 
Board  School,  a  girl,  5  years  of  age,  appeared  before  the  Infant  Head¬ 
mistress  for  permission  to  return  to  school.  This  child,  I  was  told, 
had  been  absent  from  school  since  February  7th  on  account  of  her 
“face  having  broken  out.”  She  was,  however,  obviously  suffering  from 
a  purulent  nasal  discharge.  Swabs  were  taken  from  this  discharge 
and  from  her  throat,  and  subsequently  examined  at  the  County 
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Bacteriological  Laboratory,  and  the  report  declared  the  presence  of 
‘‘crowds  of  typical  diphtheria  bacilli/7  This  child  was  consequently 
excluded  from  attendance  at  school,  and  bacilli  persisted  in  the  nasal 
cavities  until  the  end  of  April.  Had  I  not  accidentally  seen  this  child 
she  would  in  all  probability  have  returned  to  school  and  infected 
several  other  children.  She  had  not  previously  been  seen  by  any 
medical  man. 

The  persistence  of  specific  germs  for  long  periods  of  time  in  the 
throat  and  nose,  as  in  the  case  of  this  child  for  12  weeks,  obviously 
points  to  the  necessity  of  a  thorough  bacteriological  examination  of 
these  cavities  before  the  patient  is  pronounced  free  from  infection. 
When  this  is  not  done,  the  only  alternative  for  those  responsible  for  the 
public  health,  is  to  insist  on  a  prolonged  abstention  from  school  in  the 
case  of  children  who  have  actually  suffered  from  Diphtheria.  The 
ordinary  period  of  four  to  six  weeks  is  too  short,  and  it  would  be  a  wise 
precaution  to  insist  on  a  minimum  of  three  months  unless  a  proper 
certificate  of  freedom  from  infection  can  be  shown.  The  disinfection  of 
the  house  and  its  contained  articles  of  clothing  is  not  of  much  use,  if, 
after  it  has  been  carried  out,  the  patient  is  still  carrying  about  the 
infection  in  his  own  person.  The  only  method  of  quickly  getting  rid 
of  the  specific  germs  is  by  efficient  disinfection  of  the  patient’s  throat 
and  nose, — a  procedure  which  is  more  easy  of  application  in  hospital 
than  in  private  practice. 

The  gratuitous  supply  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  in  necessitous  cases 
was  continued  as  before,  and  was  found  of  great  value  in  those  cases 
where  it  was  employed  in  the  early  stages  of  the  disease. 


Enteric  (or  Typhoid)  Fever — Sicknesses  and  Deaths  in  previous 
ten  years. 


Year 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

Cases . 

44 

35 

6 

12 

20 

32 

37 

37 

25 

36 

14 

Deaths  ... 

7 

6 

2 

— 

5 

5 

7 

5 

8 

7 

1 

Fatality 

15*8 

17‘1 

33*3 

_ 

25*0 

15*6 

18-9 

1S'5 

CO 

to 

© 

19-4 

7-1 

There  were  14  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  notified  during  the  year, 
and  one  death  occurred,  giving  the  low  fatality  rate  of  7T  per  cent. 

i 

In  the  Ecclesfield  District  there  were  11  cases,  9  of  which  occurred 
at  Chapeltown,  1  at  Grenoside,  and  1  at  the  South  Yorkshire  Asylum. 
The  infection  in  several  of  these  cases  could  be  traced  to  sources  out¬ 
side  the  district,  and  with  the  exception  of  one  family,  where  three 
children  were  attacked  in  succession  there  was  no  spread  from  case  to 
-case.  In  one  iustance  there  was  a  suspicion  that  the  infection  had  been 
carried  by  means  of  herb  beer  from  a  house  where  a  case  of  suspicious 
illness  had  occurred.  * 
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Iii  the  Bradfield  district,  2  sporadic  cases  occurred,  1  at  Loxley, 
and  1  at  Little  Matlock. 

One  case  occurred  in  Tankersley  District. 

Erysipelas— 23  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  notified,  but  no  death 
resulted.  Ten  of  these  occurred  at  the  South  Yorskhire  Asylum. 

Puerperal  Fever — 2  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  notified,  both 
of  which  died.  During  the  previous  ten  years,  25  deaths  occurred  from 
this  fatal  disease  of  pregnancy. 

During  the  year  an  act  of  considerable  importance  to  a  section  of 
the  community  was  passed,  viz.  :  The  Mid  wives  Act,  1902.  The 
administration  of  the  clauses  of  this  Act  only  indirectly  affects  the 
District  Council  in  the  meantime,  as  the  County  Council  is  constituted 
the  supervising  Authority  over  midwives  in  its  area,  but  the  County 
Council  may  delegate  any  powers  to  the  District  Council.  The  Act 
provides  for  the  better  training  of  midwives,  for  their  registration,  and 
for  the  issuing  of  certificates  to  qualified  women  by  a  Central  Midwives 
Board.  It  also  prohibits  women  from  using  the  title  ‘  midwife  7  after 
April,  1905,  and  from  practising  midwifery  after  April,  1910,  unless 
duly  certified  under  the  Act.  Certain  powers  of  supervision,  investiga¬ 
tion  of  misconduct,  suspension,  &c.,  are  also  conferred  oil  the  local 
supervising  authority.  The  intention  of  the  Act  is  the  protection  of 
women  during  confinement  from  the  results  of  ignorance  on  the  part 
of  untrained  midwives,  and  thereby  the  prevention  of  resultant  disease 
and  ill  health. 

Smallpox — No  case  of  Smallpox  occurred  during  the  year.  One 
man,  who  died  at  Chesterfield  on  May  4th  from  Smallpox,  had  apparently 
spent  the  nights  of  April  29th  and  30th  at  Grenoside  Workhouse  in  the 
vagrant  wards.  There  was  no  suspicion  of  illness  when  he  left  the 
Workhouse.  The  usual  precautions  regarding  disinfection  of  beddiug, 
etc.,  were  taken,  the  attendants  were  re-vaccinated,  and  no  spread  of 
infection  occurred. 

General  Preventive  Measures—1 The  general  preventive 
measure  sadopted  in  the  case  of  notifiable  diseases,  including  inquiries 
at  the  patient’s  abode,  distribution  of  leaflets,  disinfection  of  house  and 
bedding,  etc.,  have  been  described  in  the  previous  reports,  and  were 
regularly  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Bacteriological  Examinations  ill  the  County  Laboratory  were 
made*for  practitioners  in  the  district  in  18  instances.  The  specimens 
examined  included  14  swabs  from  throats  in  cases  of  Diphtheria,  and 
4  samples  of  blood  in  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever.  1  have  already  alluded 
to  the  practical  value  of  these  examinations,  which  is  beyond  all  doubt. 
The'only  warning  it  is  necessary  to  give,  is  that  implicit  reliance  should  , 
not  be^placed  on  the  results  of  a  single  examination,  if  negative,  in 
which  case  two  specimens  at  least  should  be  forwarded  to  the  Laboratory. 
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II — Non-notifable  Diseases. 

Diarrhoea — Deaths  iu  previous  years. 

Year  1892  1893  1894  1895  1896  1897  1898  1899  1900  1901  1902 

Deaths..  8  18  4  27  20  43  42  23  43  38  6 

Only  6  deaths  occurred  from  Diarrhoea.  Of  these,  2  occurred  at 
Ecclesfield,  and  1  each  at  Chapeltown,  Grenoside,  Westwood,  and 
Pilley. 

Monthly  Incidence  of  Diarrhoea  Deaths. 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  April  May  June  July  Aug.  Sep.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

_  2  1  1  2  —  — 

“  Enteritis  ”  was  registered  as  the  cause  of  7  deaths. 

The  usual  leaflets  were  distributed  throughout  the  district,  giving 
instructions  as  to  the  precautions  to  be  taken  in  the  prevention  of 
Epidemic  Diarrhoea. 

Measles—  Deaths  in  previous  years. 

Year  1892  1893  1894  1895  1896  1897  1898  1899  1900  1901  1902 
Deaths...  6  4  1  21  19  19  8  3  14  15  10 

The  deaths  from  Measles  numbered  10,  of  which  2  occurred  at 
Ecclestield,  1  at  Whitley,  4  at  Oughtibridge,  1  at  Wharncliffe  Side,  and 
2  at  Taukersley.  All  these  deaths  occurred  amongst  children  under  4 
years  of  age. 

Five  schools  were  closed  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  Measles 
viz.  :  Infant  School,  Ecclestield,  from  March  21st  to  April  11th  ; 

Tankersley  National  School,  from  May  2nd  to  May  26th  ;  Loxley 
British  School  from  May  16th  to  June  9th  ;  Worrall  National  from 
July  12th  to  July  19th;  Wortley  National  from  October  13th  to 
November  3rd.  The  closing  of  these  schools  was  invariabiy  successful 
in  abating  the  epidemic.  In  three  schools  no  fresh  cases  occurred  after 
the  re-opening,  and  in  the  other  two  there  were  only  10  fresh  cases 
reported. 

Whooping1  Cough—  Deaths  in  previous  years. 

Year  1892  1893  1894  1895’  1896  1897  1898  1899  1900  1901  1902 

Deaths...  11  9  10  11  6  12  5  4  18  12  9 

The  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  numbered  9,  of  which  2 

occurred  in  Ecclesfield,  4  in  Bradfield,  and  3  in  Tankersley  Sub-district. 

i 

Attention  must  again  be  drawn  to  the  large  proportionate  number 
of  deaths  annually  occurring  from  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  as 
compared  with  Scarlet  Fever.  During  the  ten  years,  1892-1901,  110 
deaths  occurred  from  Measles,  98  from  Whooping  Cough,  and  only  56 
from  Scarlet  Fever.  Many  of  these  young  lives  could  have  been  saved 
if  parents  had  treated  these  “children’s  diseases”  with  less  indifference, 
and  had  prevented  the  exposure  of  those  of  tender  years  to  the  infection 
brought  into  the  household  by  other  children. 


Schools  and  Infectious  Disease. 

200  notices  were  received  from  Head  Teachers,  of  children  absent 
from  school  on  account  of  the  existence  of  the  following  infectious 
diseases  in  their  homes  : — 


Measles  ...  ...  143 

Whooping  Cough  ...  20 

Chickenpox  ...  ...  11 

Mumps  .  .  ...  13 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  12 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  1 


Notices  were  received  from  the  following  schools  :  Hcclesheld, 
High  Green,  Burncross,  Lound,  Grenoside  Board  Schools  ;  Stannington 
Church,  Wesleyan  and  Underbank  Schools  ;  Worrall,  Tankersley,  Low 
Bradfield,  Midhope  and  Wortley  National. 

The  information  received  was  frequently  of  the  greatest  possible 
value.  By  this  means  alone  4  cases  of  reported  Measles  were  ascertained 
to  be  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever.  As  illustrations  of  this  class  of  case,  the 
following  may  be  cited — 

On  November  13th  I  received  information  of  a  case  of  “  Measles  ” 
in  a  district  where  this  disease  had  not  lately  been  prevalent.  I  visited 
the  house  next  day  and  found  that  no  doctor  was  in  attendance.  The 
mother,  who  was  under  the  belief  that  her  boy  was  suffering  from 
Measles,  permitted  me  to  examine  him,  and  I  found  all  the  typical 
symptons  of  Scarlet  Fever,  the  illness  having  commenced  four  days 
previously.  The  boy  was  at  once  removed  to  hospital,  and  the  rest 
of  the  family,  of  whom  there  were  five  under  12  years  of  age,  escaped 
infection. 

Again,  on  December  10th  information  was  sent  to  me  that  children 
were  attending  school  from  a  house  where  other  two  children  were  said 
to  be  “peeling.”  On  visiting  the  house  1  found  that  two  children  had 
been  ill  with  “colds,”  and  one  had  had  Measles  five  weeks  previously. 
No  doctor  was  in  attendance.  One  child,  whom  I  was  permitted  to 
examine,  was  freely  desquamating  on  hands  and  feet,  and  another  child 
was  desquamating  on  the  fingers.  The  history  of  the  illness  in  both 
cases  pointed  clearly  to  Scarlet  Fever. 

On  the  other  hand,  children  are  occasionally  kept  from  school  on 
account  of  a  supposed  attack  of  Measles,  which  resolves  itself,  on 
examination  of  the  child,  into  an  ordinary  skin  rash.  Of  such  cases  1 
have  seen,  where  no  medical  man  was  in  attendance,  one  was  Psoriasis, 
one  was  Ichthyosis,  one  was  Urticaria,  and  another  was  an  ordinary 
Vaccination  Rash. 
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Much  valuable  work  can  undoubtedly  be  done  in  elementary 
schools  by  a  regular  examination  of  absentees  by  properly  authorised 
medical  officers,  who  must  be  remunerated  for  these  essentially  prevent¬ 
ive  inspections.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  new  educational  authorities 
will  organise  an  efficient  system,  such  as  is  already  in  vogue  in  some 
countries. 


Ill — General  Sanitation. 

The  Isolation  Hospital,  Grenoside. 

58  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  admitted  to  Hospital  during  the 
year,  representing  78  per  cent,  of  the  notifications.  20  cases  remained 
over  from  last  year,  the  total  number  of  cases  treated  being  78.  Of 
these,  74  recovered  and  4  remained  in  Hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
There  were  no  deaths.  Since  November,  1900,  184  consecutive  cases 
have  been  treated  in  Hospital  without  a  single  death.  8  per  cent,  of 
the  admissions  were  of  a  severe  anginous  type. 

The  question  of  the  provision  of  accommodation  for  cases  of 
Diphtheria  was  considered,  but  owing  to  the  decrease  in  population 
consequent  on  the  extension  of  the  Sheffield  city  boundaries,  and  the 
decline  in  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease  in  the  district,  it  was 
decided  to  take  no  step  in  the  meantime. 

Water  Supply — Though  the  year  was  generally  considered  to 
be  a  wet  one,  the  total  rainfall  at  Potterhill  was  only  25*82  inches, 
as  compared  with  an  average  of  27*49  inches  for  the  previous  22  years. 
Rain  fell  on  16G  days,  and  August  was  the  wettest  month,  4*29  inches 
having  fallen  during  that  month. 

Improvements  in  the  water  supply  of  several  villages  and  hamlets 
were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Agreements  were  entered  into  with  the  Sheffield  Corporation  for 
water  to  be  supplied  to  Sheffield  Lane  Bottom  in  the  Ecclesfield  district 
and  to  Undertofts  in  the  Brad  field  district,  the  usual  guarantee  being 
given  by  the  District  Council.  Both  these  places  have  previously 
depended  for  their  supply  on  wells  and  land  springs,  which  were  in¬ 
adequate  and  liable  to  pollution.  A  similar  arrangement  was  made 
for  the  supply  of  water  to  several  cottages  in  Rotherham  Road, 
Brackenhill. 

The  necessary  service  mains  at  Wharncliffe  Side  having  been  laid 
by  the  Sheffield  Corporation,  notices  were  served  on  various  owners, 
whose  properties  were  without  a  sufficient  supply,  to  have  them  con¬ 
nected  with  the  mains.  These  notices  were  complied  with  in  several 
instances,  but  further  steps  are  to  be  taken  to  bring  pressure  on 
defaulting  owners. 
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The  water  supply  to  the  farmhouse  and  cottages  at  Holly  House, 
Grenoside,  was  found  to  be  liable  to  pollution  from  surface  washings 
from  a  field  on  which  cattle  grazed.  Representations  were  made  to  the 
owner  who  promised  to  carry  out  my  suggestions  for  protecting  the 
well  from  such  pollution,  but  nothing  has  yet  been  done. 

The  water  supply  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  Workhouse  was 
improved  by  the  enlargement  of  the  storage  tank  accommodation. 

I  regret  that  the  proposed  scheme  for  improving  the  supply  to 
the  hamlets  of  Whitley,  Woodend,  and  Middleton  Green  remains  in 
abeyance,  owing  to  the  owner  objecting  to  some  of  the  Council’s 
suggestions.  These  difficulties  ought,  I  think,  to  be  overcome,  and 
negotiations  re-opened. 

Water  from  the  Council’s  reservoirs  at  Hallbroom  was  laid  on  to 
several  properties  during  the  year.  An  actiou-at-law  was  at  one  time 
threatened  in  regard  to  this  excellent  supply,  a  writ  having  been  issued 
against  the  Council  by  a  mill  owner,  who  claimed  an  injunction  to 
restrain  the  Council  for  diverting  from  Storrs  Brook  any  water  from 
the  spring  in  land  at  Rod  Moor,  purchased  by  the  Council.  The  action 
was,  however,  ultimately  discontinued  in  view  of  recent  legal  decisions, 
and  further  proceedings  abandoned. 

The  water  supply  at  “  Four  Acres,”  Oughtibridge,  is  very  un¬ 
satisfactory  and  ought  to  be  improved.  Apparently  the  only  practical 
way  of  accomplishing  this  is  by  carrying  forward  the  Worrall  mains, 
which  are  already  within  a  short  distance  of  this  hamlet. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  one  owner,  under  Sec.  6  Public 
Health  (Water)  Act,  1878,  for  permitting  the  occupation  of  several  new 
houses  at  Oughtibridge,  without  having  obtained  a  certificate  that  there 
was  within  a  reasonable  distance  an  available  supply  of  wholesome 
water  sufficient  for  the  use  of  the  inmates.  The  owner  was  fined  £5 
and  costs.  The  Oughtibridge  mains  were  eventually  extended  in 
order  to  afford  a  supply  to  these  houses. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal — The  sewer  extensions  at 
Chapeltown  and  High  Green  and  the  sewage  disposal;  works  for 
treating  the  whole  of  the  sewage  of  the  Chapeltown  Sanitary  District 
were  completed  during  the  year.  A  very  considerable  improvement  in  the 
condition  of  the  streams  which  flow  through  part  of  this  district  is  already 
apparent,  and  many  insanitary  spots  have  been  removed.  The  sewage  dis¬ 
posal  works  have  been  modelled  on  the  works  at  Ecclesfieid,  which  have 
been  in  existence  since  1894  and  which  have  produced  uniformly  good  re¬ 
sults.  The  sewage  at  these  works  is  treated  on  the  principle  of  chemical 
precipitation  and  subsequent  intermittent  filtration  on  land  laid  out  in 
beds  with  dividing  ridges  and  underdrained.  The  chemical  used  is 
alumino-ferric  which  is  added  to  the  sewage  in  slabs  in  a  mixing  chamber 
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before  it  enters  the  precipitating  tanks.  The  sludge  is  mostly  sold  to 
farmers.  The  effluent  obtained  by  this  method  has  invariably  been  a 
good  one,  the  nature  of  the  sub-soil  being  admirably  suited  for  the 
purpose.  From  a  series  of  tables  presented  to  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Sewage  Disposal  by  Dr.  Wilson,  Chief  Inspector  of  the  West  Riding 
Rivers  Board,  it  appears  that  the  Eeclesfield  Sewage  Farm  was  reported 
upon  as  “  Satisfactory  ”  on  19  occasions  and  on  no  single  occasion  as 
“  Unsatisfactory.” 

The  sewage  disposal  scheme  for  Pilley,  which  is  devised  on  exactly  the 
same  principle, is  on  the  eve  of  completion,  the  necessary  sewers  having 
already  been  constructed. 

Owing  to  difficulties  with  the  contractor,  the  sewer  extensions  at 
Oughtibridge  have  been  somewhat  delayed,  but  are  now  nearing 
completion. 

The  question  of  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  that  part  of  Thorpe 
Hesley  which  is  situated  within  this  district  has  been  the  subject  of 
negotiations  between  the  Council,  the  Rotherham  Corporation,  and  the 
Rotherham  Rural  District  Council,  with  a  view  to  the  preparation  of  a 
joint  scheme.  It  is  hoped  that  a  satisfactory  arrangement  will  be 
arrived  at  with  these  authorities  at  no  distant  date. 

The  sewage  scheme  for  Wharncliffe  Side  has  been  advanced  a  step 
by  the  passing  of  plans  which  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  their  approval  and  sanction  to  the  borrowing  of 
the  money  required. 

Excrement  Disposal  and  Scavenging’— The  work  of 
scavenging  the  ashpits,  which  is  done  by  contractors  for  almost  the  whole 
of  the  district,  has  been  systematically  supervised  by  one  of  the  officers 
of  the  Council.  A  few  complaints  were,  as  usual,  received  regarding 
delay  in  emptying  the  ashpits  and  inefficient  cleansing,  but  these  were 
not  numerous,  aud  I  think  the  work  has,  on  the  whole,  been  more 
satisfactorily  performed  than  in  previous  years.  Occupiers  of  houses 
can  very  materially  assist  the  scavengers  in  this  unsavoury  work  by 
refraining  from  throwing  slops  into  the  ashpits.  Notices  were  posted  in 
all  the  ashpits  in  the  district  warning  the  public  against  this  habit  of 
throwing  liquid,  vegetable,  and  other  refuse  into  these  receptacles. 

Privy-ashpits  constitute  by  far  the  most  numerous  form  of 
receptacle  for  excrement  disposal.  There  are  a  few  pail-closets  and  a 
few  water-closets.  Where  these  latter  exist  they  are  in  every  way 
superior  to  privy-ashpits.  Even  in  the  poorest  class  of  house  the 
water-closers  are,  I  find,  taken  care  of  and  kept  fairly  clean.  In  passing 
plans  for  new  houses  the  Council  should  make  an  endeavour  to  obtain 
some  form  of  water-closet  for  new  houses  that  are  built  in  streets  in 
preference  to  privy-ashpits,  which  will,  to  a  certainty,  be  converted  some 
day  at  additional  cost. 
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Nuisances — During  the  year  21  nuisances  received  attention,  of 
which  15  were  abated.  The  nuisances  were — privy  and  ashpit 
nuisances,  8  ;  defective  drains,  10  ;  choked  drains,  1  ;  overcrowding,  1  ; 
dilapidated  property,  1.  Proceedings  were  taken  against  one  owner  in 
respect  of  a  nuisance  at  his  property,  consisting  of  an  insanitary  privy 
and  open  leaky  ashpit  abutting  on  the  premises,  the  whole  of  the  sink 
drainage  from  four  cottages  discharging  into  the  ashpit.  The  magis¬ 
trates  issued  an  order  for  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance  with  costs. 

Offensive  Trades — Urban  powers  are  now  being  applied  for  by 
the  Council  in  order  to  enable  them  to  regulate  the  slaughter-houses 
and  offensive  trades  within  the  district.  The  sections  applied  for  are 
sections  112,  113,  114,  115,  169  (except  first  paragraph),  and  170  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875.  The  powers  which  these  sections  confer  in 
respect  of  slaughter-houses  are  much  needed.  Some  of  these  are 
situated  in  altogether  unsuitable  positions,  are  not  kept  in  a  sufficiently 
cleanly  condition,  and  the  disposal  of  refuse  is  not  carried  out  in  a 
proper  manner  nor  at  frequent  enough  intervals. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds — Regulations  under  Article  13  of  the 
Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885,  have  now  been  adopted. 
The  Regulations  are,  with  two  exceptions,  the  same  as  the  Model 
Regulations  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board.  The  exceptions 
are  those  which  specify  (1)  that  every  cowshed  shall  be  sufficiently 
lighted  with  windows  having  an  area  admitting  light  of  not  less  than 
one-fifteenth  of  the  superficial  area  of  the  floor,  and  (2)  that  a  minimum 
amount  of  air-space,  viz.,  500  cubic  feet,  is  to  be  provided  in  every 
cowshed.  In  the  Model  Regulations  the  amount  of  lighting  is  not 
specified  nor  is  any  minimum  amount  of  cubic  space  fixed  for  cowsheds 
where  the  cows  are  “  habitually  grazed  on  grass  land  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  year,”  This  phrase  is  perhaps  an  unfortunate  one  and 
difficult  of  application  to  any  individual  cowshed.  It  cannot  be  said  to 
strictly  apply  to  any  cowshed  in  this  district,  as  almost  all  the  cows  are 
grazed  on  grass  land  but  only  for  the  smaller  portion  of  the  year,  and 
the  more  distinctly  rural  the  cowshed  the  longer  are  the  cows  kept 
indoors,  owing  to  the  greater  average  severity  of  the  weather  in  the 
upland  part  of  the  district.  On  the  other  hand  it  would,  in  the  mean¬ 
time,  be  impracticable  to  demand  that  in  this  district  for  each  cow  800 
cubic  feet  should  be  provided. 

The  fixing  of  a  minimum  amount  of  air-space  is  undoubtedly 
desirable  from  an  administrative  point  of  view  and  it  is  equally  desirable 
that  the  amount  of  lighting  should  be  specified,  as  sufficient  lighting  of 
cowsheds  is  of  the  greatest  hygienic  importance.  I  think  that  the 
adoption  of  500  cubic  feet  of  air-space  along  with  the  minimum  require¬ 
ment  for  lighting  specified  in  the  Regulations  is  quite  reasonable  so  far 
as  the  cowsheds  in  this  district  are  concerned,  and  will  certainly  facilitate 
the  carrying  out  of  the  Regulations  without  causing  undue  hardship  to 
owners  or  occupiers. 


Placards  were  posted  in  the  district  drawing  attention  to  the 
necessity  for  registration  on  the  part  of  all  cow-keepers,  dairymen,  and 
purveyors  of  milk. 

A  commencement  has  thus  been  made  with  the  thorough  over¬ 
hauling  of  the  cowsheds  in  the  district,  which  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
yield  good  results  in  regard  to  the  health  of  the  cows  and  the  cleanliness 
of  the  milk  supplied  to  consumers. 

Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  1894 — One  outbreak  of  Anthrax  was 
reported  to  me  by  Supt.  Bielby,  the  Inspector  under  the  Act. 

Housing*  of  the  Working  Classes -One  house  was  reported 
as  unfit  for  habitation,  owing  to  the  soakage  of  the  floors  of  the  living 
rooms  with  sewage.  This  house  was  closed  for  several  months  until  the 
matter  could  be  remedied. 

Repairs  were  executed  to  four  houses  at  Southey,  and  one  at 
Chapeltown.  The  houses  in  Jovial  Collier’s  Yard,  Chapeltown,  which 
were  previously  reported  on,  still  remain  closed. 

New  Buildings— P  Ians  were  passed  during  the  year  for  four  new 
streets  and  243  new  buildings.  The  new  houses  that  are  being  erected 
are  situated  chiefly  at  Chapeltown,  Ecolesfield,  Wadsley  Bridge,  and  a 
few  at  Oughti bridge  and  Pilley.  34  plans]  were  also  passed  for  sundry 
alterations  and  extensions. 

Common  Lodging  Houses  — The  only  Common  Lodging  House 
iii  the  district  was  inspected  and  found  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  condition. 

Burial  Accommodation — Several  attempts  W'ere  made  by  the 
Council  to  dispose  of  the  vexed  question  of  additional  burial  accommo¬ 
dation  for  Oughtibridge.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the  efforts  thus  made 
w'ere  in  one  wray  or  another  frustrated.  An  excellent  site  for  a  cemetery 
was  originally  selected  on  the  Ecolesfield  side  of  the  river  Don,  but  this 
did  not  meet  with  local  approval.  It  was  then  represented  to  the 
Council  that  an  attempt  was  to  be  made  to  raise  the  cost  of  additional 
accommodation  by  voluntary  subscriptions.  The  Council  agreed  to 
postpone  definite  action  for  a  time,  but  no  movements  being  made 
locally,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  view  several  suggested  sites  and 
formulate  a  scheme.  The  Committee  recommended  two  alternative  sites 
and,  the  necessary  trial  holes  being  dug  in  order  to  ascertain  the  nature 
of  the  sub-soil,  one  of  these  sites  was  favourably  reported  on.  The 
necessary  consent  of  the  several  owners  and  occupiers  of  premises  within 
200  yards  of  the  site  was,  however,  required  under  the  Public  Health 
(Interments)  Act,  1879,  and  unfortunately  in  a  few  cases  this  was 
refused.  An  endeavour  was  made  to  overcome  the  objections  of  those 
who  had  refused  consent  but  this  was  of  no  avail.  Having  thus  me  with 
local  opposition  the  Council  could  not  see  their  way  to  move  further  in  the 
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matter  in  the  meantime.  There  is  no  doubt  that  District  Councils 
labour  under  a  disadvantage  in  having  to  proceed  under  the  Public 
Health  (Interment)  Act,  which  forbids  the  construction  of  a  cemetery 
within  200  yards  of  any  dwelling  house  without  the  consent  of  the 
owner  and  occupier,  as  compared  with  Parish  Councils  who  have  adopted 
the  Burial  Acts,  in  which  case  the  distauce  is  reduced  to  100  yards. 

At  an  enquiry  held  on  December  17th  by  an  Inspector  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  regarding  Burials  taking  place  at  Zion  Chapel 
Burial  Ground,  it  was  stated  that  there  were  no  new  grave  spaces 
available  either  at  this  ground  or  at  the  Churchyard.  It  is,  therefore, 
clear  that  additional  accommodation  will  have  to  be  provided  either  by 
the  Parish  Council  or  the  District  Council,  or  burials  will  have  to 
take  place  at  other  grounds  three  or  four  miles  distant  from  the  village. 
If  the  inhabitants  do  not  object  to  this  latter  course,  there  is,  of  course, 
not  much  more  to  be  said  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  public  health. 

Factories  and  Workshops— The  Factory  and  Workshop  Act, 
1901,  which  has  imposed  several  new  and  important  duties  on  the 
Council,  came  into  operation  at  the  commencement  of  the  year.*  The 
work  carried  out  during  the  year  may  be  summarised  under  the 
following  heads  — 

1.  Register- It  is  now  incumbent  on  the  Council  to  keep  a 
register  of  all  workshops  situated  within  their  district.  In  order  to 
comply  with  this  requirement,  the  register  of  the  District  Factory 
Inspector  was,  by  permission,  inspected  and  copies  made  of  all  entries 
of  workshops  in  this  district.  This  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  register, 
but  was  found  afterwards  to  be  incomplete  in  several  instances. 
Several  of  the  smaller  workshops  where  only  one  or  two  persons  were 
employed  had  to  be  added,  and  on  completing  it:,  after  inspection  of  the 
district,  we  found  that  the  register  contained  121  workshops,  viz  — 


File  Cutters  and  Forgers 

...  60 

Cutlers 

...  12 

Razor  Scale  Pressers  ... 

...  15 

Bakers ... 

5 

Dressmakers,  Tailors,  &c., 

...  16 

Joiners,  Plumbers,  <fcc. 

...  12 

Jeweller 

1 

In  compiling  the  register  it  was  sometimes  difficult  to  decide  what 
workshops  to  include  and  what  to  exclude..  The  definition  of  a  “  work¬ 
shop”  in  the  Act  presupposes  the  employment  by  the  occupier  of  one  or 
more  persons  and  includes  “  tenement  workshops  ”  where,  by  permission 
of  the  owner  or  occupier,  two  or  more  persons  work  independently. 
It  was  quite  clear  that  in  many  of  the  file-cutting  workshops,  for 
example,  though  at  the  time  of  our  visit  only  one  person  was  working, 
at  other  times  there  might  probably  be  three  or  four  workers.  The 
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Public  Health  Act  does  not  recognise  the  question  of  employment,  and 
all  “  work-places  ”  can  be  dealt  with  under  Section  91  of  that  Act,  but 
the  requirements  as  to  registration  would  appear  to  apply  only  to  those 
workshops  where  one  or  more  peisons  are  employed.  There  do  not 
appear  to  be  any  “domestic  workshops”  in  the  district  that  do  not 
come  within  the  exception  stated  in  Section  114  (2)  “where  the  labour 
is  exercised  at  irregular  intervals  and  does  not  constitute  the  whole 
or  principal  means  of  living  to  the  family.” 

2.  Sanitation — A  general  survey  of  the  wurkshops  was  in  the 
first  instance  made  by  myself,  often  accompanied  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  measurements  of  the  cubic  capacity  made  where  necessary. 
Speaking  generally,  we  found  most  of  the  workshops  kept  in  a  fairly 
clean  condition.  There  were  some  exceptions,  however,  notably  in  the 
case  of  some  of  the  razor  scale  pressing  workshops  where  there  was 
observed  a  tendency  o  make  the  room  serve  the  dual  purpose  of  a 
workshop  for  men  aud  a  cot  for  pigeons.  The  worst  instance  of  this 
kind  we  came  across  was  that  of  a  scale  presser’s  workshop,  which  was 
situated  immediately  over  a  dog  kennel  housing  a  large  number  of 
dogs  and  which  was  permeated  with  very  unpleasant  odours  arising 
therefrom.  In  a  few  cases  pigs  were  kept  in  much  too  close  proximity 
to  the  workshops. 

Limewashing  appeared  to  be  carr  ed  out  with  some  regularity,  but 
in  almost  every  instance  imperfectly,  the  ceilings  or  tops  being  omitted. 
This  was  the  case  even  in  some  of  the  bakehouses,  although  it  is 
specifically  stated  in  Section  99  of  the  Act  that  ‘  all  the  inside  walls  of 
the  rooms  of  a  bakehouse  and  all  the  ceilings  or  tops  of  those  rooms 
(whether  those  walls,  ceilings,  or  tops  are  plastered  or  not)  must  either 
be  painted  with  oil,  or  varnished,  or  limewashed.”  The  reason  why  the 
ceilings, which  in  a  private  house  are  the  first  parts  to  be  attended  to, 
are  neglected  in  workshops  is  that  those  ceilings  are  not  generally 
lathed  and  plastered  but  are  simply  composed  of  the  rafters  and  slates 
of  the  roof.  It  is  most  important,  however,  that  this  part  of  a  work¬ 
shop  should  be  limewashed,  as,  otherwise,  it  becomes  covered  with 
cobwebs  and  dust  and  is  rarely,  if  ever,  even  brushed  down. 

The  hand  file  cutting  workshops  are  the  most  important  in  the 
district  from  a  health  point  of  view.  This  industry  at  one  time 
flourished,  especially  at  Lcclesfield  and  Grenoside.  There  are,  however, 
signs  everywhere  to  be  met  with  that  it  is  now  in  a  state  of  decadence. 
Many  shops  that  were  at  one  time  obviously  overcrowded,  judging  from 
the  number  of  ‘stocks’  still  remaining,  were  found  to  be  used  at 
irregular  intervals  by  perhaps  only  one  or  two  workers.  Other  shops 
were,  on  our  visit,  beiug  vacated,  the  previous  employees  either  seeking 
work  at  the  machine  tile-cutting  factories  or  preferring  the  open-air 
life  of  general  labourers.  Others  again  spend  only  part  of  their  working 
day  Hi  the  file-cutting  shop.  Overcrowding  was,  therefore,  but  rarely 
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met  with,  and  that  only  in  a  few  of  the  smallest  workshops  where  only 
two  or  three  are  employed  ;  in  fact  there  is  no  reason  why  there  should 
be  any  overcrowding,  because  if  one  shop  has  not  sufficient  cubic  space, 
there  is  generally  a  neighbouring  shop  which  can  accommodate  the 
superfluous  workers.  The  amount  of  overcrowding  would,  of  course,  be 
greater  if  the  cubic  space  allotted  to  each  worker  was  raised  from  250 
cubic  feet,  as  in  the  Act,  to  350  cubic  feet  as  in  the  regulations  proposed 
to  be  made  for  this  industry  under  section  79.  The  walls  of  these  shops 
are  generally  limewashea,  but  the  ceilings  are  almost  invariably 
neglected.  In  one  or  two  instances  the  ceilings  had  been  lathed  and 
plastered  by  the  occupier  and  were  clean.  The  material  of  the  floors 
varied  very  much;  in  many  cases  the  floor  was  of  bare  earth,  in  other 
cases  of  wood  and  bricks,  and  in  a  few  cases  of  flags.  The  dustiest 
floor  was,  of  course,  the  earthen  floor.  There  is  no  reason  why  a 
proper  floor  should  not  be  provided  and  I  think  even  the  space  of  six 
inches  round  the  stocks  allowed  in  the  proposed  regulations  ought  to  be 
dispensed  with.  The  ventilation  provided  is  in  most  cases  primitive, 
the  inlet  being  a  hole  in  the  wall,  but  very  few  shops  appeared  to  be 
‘  stuffy  ’  on  entering  them  from  the  open-air.  In  winter  a  large  amount 
of  air  must  enter  through  crevices  in  doors,  walls,  &c.,  a  fair  draught 
being  created  by  the  fire  in  the  stove  which  exists  in  most  shops.  In 
summer  the  windows  are  almost  always  thrown  widely  open  or  removed 
altogether,  except  in  rainy  weather.  The  *  shops  are  excellently 
lighted,  the  nature  of  the  work  necessitating  this.  The  floors  are 
rarely,  and  the  benches  never,  washed.  The  workers  strongly  object  to 
this  as  a  cut  file  soon  rusts  and  spoils  when  laid  on  a  damp  bench. 
Almost  all  the  workshops  in  this  district  being  situated  in  gardens 
attached  to  dwelling-houses,  the  workers  take  their  meals  in  their  own 
homes  and,  presumably,  wash  their  hands  there.  The  provision  of 
water  laid  on  to  the  shops  is  perhaps  unnecessary,  and  in  some  parts  of 
the  district,  where  there  is  no  constant  supply  of  water,  would  be 
impossible. 

In  the  razor  scale  pressers  workshops  there  is  room  for  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  matter  of  cleanliness  and  ventilation.  In  these  shops  there 
are  often  considerable  accumulations  of  horn  parings  and  dust,  and 
owing  to  the  pressing  of  the  horn  while  hot  the  atmosphere  of  the  shop 
becomes  charged  with  unpleasant  odours,  at  least  to  those  unaccustomed 
to  them.  As,  however,  most  of  these  workshops  are  men’s  workshops 
there  is  some  difficulty  in  securing  better  ventilation,  men’s  workshops 
being  expressly  excluded  from  the  requirements  of  the  Act  regarding 
ventilation.  They  can  only  be  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

There  are  only  five  retail  bakehouses  in  the  district.  Two  of  these 
are  very  small  places,  the  bread  being  baked  in  the  kitchen  of  n  ordinary 
cottage  house  and  sold  in  a  shop  in  front.  Such  places  as  these  come 
within  the  definition  of  retail  bakehouses  in  the  Act,  but  there  are  two 
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places  where  oatmeal  cakes  are  baked  and  subsequently  sold  from  vans 
which  perambulate  the  country  which  are  not  technically  retail  bake¬ 
houses.  It  is  common  also  in  some  of  the  villages  for  certain  kinds  of 
bread  to  be  baked  in  cottage  houses  and  subsequently  sold  to  customers 
at  their  own  homes.  These  are  places  which  come  within  the 
definition  of  ‘  bakehouses/  viz.  :  “  any  place  in  which  are  baked  bread, 
biscuits,  or  confectionery,  from  the  baking  or  selling  of  which  a  profit 
is  derived,”  but  they  are  not  technically  1  retail  bakehouses.’  Some 
slight  verbal  amendment  in  the  definition  of  the  latter  is  required.  The 
provisions  of  the  Act  respecting  retail  bakehouses  are  enforced  by  the 
District  Council,  but  respecting  other  bakehouses  by  the  Factory 
Inspector.  In  regard  to  underground  bakehouses,  however,  the 
District  Council  have  powers  whether  these  are  wholesale  or  retail. 
New  underground  bakehouses  are  prohibited  and  after  January  1st, 
1904,  it  is  unlawful  to  use  any  underground  bakehouse,  whenever 
established,  unless  the  Council  are  satisfied  that  it  is  suitable  for  the 
purpose  in  regard  to  construction,  light,  ventilation,  and  in  all  other 
respects,  and  have  given  a  certificate  to  that  effect.  So  far  as  has  been 
ascertained,  there  is  only  one  underground  bakehouse  in  this  district. 
This  bakehouse  was  not  on  the  Factory  Inspector’s  register,  but  has 
been  in  occupation  since  September,  1900.  It  will  therefore,  require  a 
certificate  of  suitability  if  it  is  to  be  used  after  the  commencement  of 
next  year.  The  Council  will  probably  not  have  much  difficulty  in 
deciding  in  this  case,  as,  in  addition  to  other  defects  of  construction, 
there  is  no  ventilation,  very  little  light,  the  height  is  under  6-ft.,  and 
the  door  opens  from  the  back-yard  directly  into  the  bakehouse,  opposite 
which  is  an  ash-pit  and  water-closet. 

The  other  two  bakehouses  were  found  in  a  fairly  clean  condition 
with  the  exception  that  the  ceilings  were  not  limewashed  in  accordance 
with  the  Act.  One  of  these  is  situated  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  position, 
being  placed  in  a  small  back-yard  on  one  side  of  which,  and  opposite  to 
the  bakehouse  is  a  slaughter-house  for  pigs,  and  abutting  against  the 
bakehouse  is  a  manure  pit,  which  is,  I  am  afraid,  used  occasionally  for 
the  reception  of  slaughter-house  refuse  as  well  as  horse  manure.  This 
is  an  arrangement  dangerous  from  a  health  point  of  view  and  liable  at 
any  time  to  cause  an  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  from  contamination 
with  intestinal  microbes. 

i 

The  dressmakers,  tailors,  and  similar  workshops  were  found 
satisfactory  except  in  two  instances,  one  being  over-crowded  and  another 
having  dirty  floors. 

The  section  of  the  Act  relating  to  sanitary  conveniences  in 
factories  and  workshops  is  enforced  in  this  district  Vy  the  Factory 
Inspector,  the  District  Council  not  having  adopted  section  22  of  the 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890, 
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3.  Home  Work — Lists  of  outworkers  in  certain  classes  of  work 
have  to  be  sent  twice  each  year  by  the  employers  to  the  Sanitary 
Authority  of  the  district  in  which  the  factory  or  workshop  is  situated. 
The  names  of  any  outworkers  who  do  not  work  within  that  Sanitary 
district  have  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  of  the  district  in 
which  they  do  work.  One  such  list  has  been  received  from  the  Sanitary 
Authority  of  Sheffield.  This  list  contained  the  names  of  156  out¬ 
workers.  On  going  over  this  list  I  found  that  many  of  the  names  were 
those  of  persons  employed  or  working  independently  in  the  file-cutting 
workshops  which  had  already  been  inspected.  It  would  take  a  large 
amount  of  time  and  trouble,  however,  to  trace  each  individual, 
owing  to  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  out-workers  being  indicated 
very  meagrely.  Sometimes  only  the  surname  is  given  and  there  is  no 
mention  of  the  nature  of  the  work.  This  seems  a  veiy  circuitous  method 
of  bringiugto  the  knowledge  of  the  Council  the  existence  of  certain  out¬ 
workers  in  their  district.  It  would  have  been  simpler  to  have  made  the 
out- worker  announce  himself  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  of  the  district  in 
which  he  works.  The  clauses  as  they  stand  will  be  difficult  to  administer 
unless  more  definite  information  is  furnished. 

4.  Safety  fPOHl  Fipe — According  to  the  Act  every  factory  and 
workshop  employing  more  than  40  persons,  and  erected  since  specified 
dates  (January  1st,  1892,  in  the  case  of  a  factory,  and  January  1st,  1896, 
in  the  case  of  a  workshop),  must  be  furnished  with  a  certificate  from  the 
District  Council  that  reasonable  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  are 
provided.  In  the  case  of  factories  and  workshops  erected  before  these 
dates,  the  Council  must  ascertain  from  time  to  time  whether  reasonable 
means  of  escape  from  fire  are  provided  and,  if  not,  must  serve  a  notice 
on  the  owner.  The  Surveyor  informs  me  that,  with  the  one  exception 
of  a  file  manufactory,  all  the  factories  in  the  district  are  included  in  the 
latter  group  and  none  of  these  have  yet  been  reported  as  being  without 
sufficient  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire. 

5.  Notices  w'ere  sent  by  me  to  the  District  Factory  Inspector  in 
regard  to  the  absence  of  the  prescribed  Abstract  of  the  Act  in  three 
workshops  where  women,  young  persons,  or  children  were  employed 
(section  133). 

One  notice  of  occupation  of  a  workshop  was  received  from  the 
Factory  Inspector  during  the  year. 

Appended  are  the  Tables  required  by  the  Local  Government 
Board. 
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TABLE  IV. 

WORTLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1902. 


